A note from Stephen

Spring 2022 Newsletter

Stephen Nyirenda, who grew up in our
sponsorship program and was supported
through Bible college, just graduated with
his diploma in theology! (Read his story
inside.) Below is a note from Stephen. If
you sponsor a child or otherwise support
this ministry, thank you so much. You are
making a difference, in lives like his!

“Then Jesus said to his host, ‘When you give
a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your
friends, your brothers or sisters, your
relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do,
they may invite you back and so you will be
repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the
blind, and you will be blessed. Although
they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at
the resurrection of the righteous.’”

“A big thanks to you Haven of Hope for
every effort you put into HOH School. A
big thanks to Mr. John Banda as well for
being a good father to me and other
pupils and students here in Zambia. A big
thanks to every donor under Haven of
Hope for answering the call of God
through participating in helping the less
privileged people worldwide. Personally
I've been encouraged, lifted and blessed
by your help and ministration. I am saying
thank you so much for everything you've
been to me and others who've passed
through your sponsorship, and others
who are still under your care. I don't take
it so lightly to be considered as a son.
With all my happiness I say thank you. I
continually thank God for making you a
conduit of hope to the hopeless. Glory to
God. May the Good Lord always bless you
with ideas for taking His ministry forward
and upward, in Jesus’ name. Love you.”

Luke 14:12–14
As sponsors, supporters, and staff of Haven
of Hope, we have the great honor of being
part of God’s invitation to the vulnerable
and the poor. We do this knowing that
while they can’t pay us back, they can pay
it forward, and it has been so exciting to
see the ways in which our graduates are
doing this. I know that I have already been
blessed by seeing how generous you have
been in your support of this ministry, and I
hope that you are blessed as you read
about all the wonderful things happening in
Zambia and Uganda in this newsletter.
With gratitude,
Robin Regan
Board President
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one of the orphan graduates whom we
love so much!
We met Stephen Nyirenda toward the
end of 2004 when we did our feasibility
study on the community of Nkwazi and
the overspill area. Stephen was a total
orphan who had lost both parents. We
spoke with his aunt and learned a little
bit about the life of Stephen. He had a
sibling, but lost his dad when he was five
years old and then lost his mom too.
Stephen was excited about the prospect
of starting school. Unfortunately, he had
to wait until 2006 when we officially
opened the school to this community.

Zambia News
From the Haven of Hope school in Ndola

We wish to take this opportunity to
THANK our prayer partners, donors,
sponsors, and friends for the love you
continue to bestow upon God’s children.
It is an honour to serve the less
privileged children in our communities.
Your generosity makes this ministry a
reality, and without your presence and
support, we do not have any ministry
to talk about. When we talk of our
successes or challenges, you are always
in our thoughts and prayers. Some of
you I have met in person, and some of
you have even shared your homes with
us. You are a blessing and your goodness
brings HUGE SMILES to our faces.
Zambian situation in the midst of the
Russia/Ukraine war. Zambia, like any
other country, is experiencing some
turbulence in our economy due to the
Russia/Ukraine war. We have seen
increases in our petroleum products,
resulting in high costs of transportation,
foodstuff, and other commodities. Our
fuel prices went from over 17 kwacha
to slightly above 26 kwacha per litre.
Yet, in the midst of these difficulties,
we are experiencing a better political
atmosphere with freedom of speech and
free from political violence, which was
the order of the day in our previous
government. At least we can now
breathe in the midst of the challenges
brought about by this unnecessary war.
Ministry. We are so excited to share with
you the story of our student Stephen,
………

I remember getting a report one day
during the rainy season that Stephen
was always sleeping in class. We thought
probably it was some sickness. He could
literally SLEEP in class and even be
snoring, but there were days he was fully
awake. This became our concern. When
asked about this, the boy could not tell
us the cause. This kept going on until we
visited his place and discovered the
unthinkable. The roof to their house was
leaking whenever it rained heavily. The
house was a one-bedroom house with a
living room. The children slept in the
living room, and when there were heavy
rains, they were made to stand between
the leaks every time it rained. When the
rains stopped, the kids spent part of the
night preparing where they were going
to sleep, mopping the floor and making
it dry so they could continue their sleep.
Stephen was a very intelligent boy, but
with those living conditions his grades
were affected. Those years of less sleep
…..

Stephen at home as a child (top left), in secondary
school (above), and now a Bible college graduate.

had a negative impact on his studies.
One day he came into my office and
asked me if he could be given an extra
chance to repeat his 11th grade rather
than proceed to grade 12. We consulted
with his sponsors, and it was agreed that
he could repeat his 11th grade.
In his quest to find himself, at one
point Stephen became a Seventh-day
Adventist and was scaring everyone at
school with some of his new beliefs. I
remember talking to him about this
newfound religion, and he had great fear
in his eyes. I encouraged him to keep
exploring, and I was glad to know that he
then did find God and became a bornagain Christian. I am sure he is no longer
afraid, and has channeled his fear to the
Lord and is getting wisdom in return.
Stephen graduated from grade 12 a year
later than his friends who were our first
students at Haven of Hope School. After
graduation, he set his heart to do
ministry and proceeded to Bible college
at Twin Palm Leadership University. He
has now graduated with a diploma in
theology. To him we say congratulations,
and praise be to God Almighty!
Prayer requests. Pray for us, for wisdom
and strength. Pray for God’s guidance in
all we do. Pray that we do not grow
weary of doing good to our neighbours.
Pray for our students who will be writing
their exams this year. Pray for the
growth of the Haven of Hope schools.
John Banda
Ndola School Director

Uganda News
From the Bugoi Community Initiative and
the Haven of Hope school in Bugoi

Greetings from Bugoi Haven of Hope
Nursery and Primary School. The Lord
continues to be gracious to us. After a
very long dry spell, the rains are finally
back and the community is planting for
the season. First term is over, and the
school is expected to open for second
term on May 9. We are grateful for
the hands that have always supported
our activities and programs. Here is a
summary of what has been happening
at school since February 2022.
Academics. The first term went on very
well. The school officially closed for
holidays on April 14. We now have a
primary grade 6 class, who will sit for
national exams at the end of 2023. The
school therefore decided to recall grade
6 back to school on April 24, to enable
them to cover more of the curriculum.
The school management has also
resolved that beginning in term two,
grade 6 children should be in boarding
at school. This will help especially the
girls, who bear the burden of home
chores and cannot study while at home.
Drilling of borehole. As the construction
of the secondary school is about to start,
a borehole (deep well) has been drilled.
The contractors left after installation of
the pipes. They will do test pumps once
the system has settled and then hand it
over to the school, not later than May 6.
Construction of new teacher house. The
school is putting up three more rooms to
accommodate three teachers. Building
has started and is expected to be
completed by the first week of term two.

Construction of a house for Brian and
Sandra. Alibu Brian and Agalo Sandra are
children in our program who live with
their grandmother in a small, dilapidated
grass hut. The school is now constructing
a one-room semipermanent house for
the children. Construction is expected to
be complete in the next few weeks.
Bible study/prayers & school garden. The
school has a very dedicated chaplain,
Michael (Mike) Emasu, who leads both
children and staff in evening prayers and
worship every day. The school garden is
also being revived thanks to Mike. He
has made nursery beds of onions,
tomatoes, and cabbages. With the start
of the rainy season, transplantation of
the seedlings has begun. The school will
start eating vegetables soon.
New staff. Due to the number of children
in baby class, the school management
decided to recruit another nursery
teacher. Fortunately, this happened to
be Mrs. Jennifer Emasu, the wife of
Mike. She has also been volunteering to
assist with Bible study. We are happy to
have her join the Haven of Hope team.
New children's uniforms. The school is
changing its uniform due to the difficulty
in getting the materials for the previous
uniform. New uniforms are therefore
being made for every child, and term
two should find most of the children
with the new, brightly colored uniforms.
Solar power. We have been blessed with
solar systems for the main teacher
house and the school office. The main
teacher house had been in darkness but
now has power, and the teachers are
excited. Similarly, it had become difficult

New uniforms for
primary-school kids
(above) and nursery
students (right).
School chaplain Mike
and his wife, nursery
teacher Jennifer,
working in the school
garden (below).

to charge devices since the school now
has two laptops and a printer, plus staff
have phones that need charging. The
solar system in the office has been
boosted to handle these devices, so
there is stability of power at school now.
Johnes Obungoloch
Bugoi Community Initiative Director
The new teacher house (left) and the house for
students Brian and Sandra in progress (below).

